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Political Change during Reconstruction 

Political Cartoon A 

Political Cartoon B 
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The fight for equal rights CP VERSION 

The granted citizenship 

and the same rights enjoyed by white citizens to all 

male persons in the United States "without 

distinction of race or color, or previous condition of 

slavery or involuntary servitude." 

Document A: Andrews Johnson’s Veto of the Civil Rights Act, March 27, 1866 

Document B: 14th Amendment, section 1, U.S. Constitution (1868) 
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Assisting Freedmen, Part 1 
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Assisting Freedmen: Part 2 
Document A 

Document B 
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Economic changes during reconstruction 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“When we come to the New Industrial South the change is so marvelous, and so vast and various that I hardly 

know where to begin…Instead of a South devoted to agriculture and politics, we find a South wide-awake to 

business, excited and even amazed at the development of its own amount of resources in metals, marbles, coal, 

timber, fertilizers, eagerly laying lines of communication, rapidly opening mines, building furnaces, foundries, 

and all sorts of shops for utilizing native riches. It is like the discovery of a new world. 

-Charles Dudley Warner, “The South Revisited,” Harper’s New Monthly Magazine (March 1887)  
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Black Codes, Post Civil War 

Examples of Black Codes 

 

 

 

Common Elements of Black Codes:  

 Race was defined by blood; the presence of any amount of black blood made one 

black.  

 Employment was required of all freedmen; violators faced vagrancy charges. 

 Freedmen could not assemble without the presence of a white person. 

 Freedmen were assumed to be agricultural workers and their duties and hours 

were tightly regulated. 

 Freedmen were not to be taught to read or write. 

 Public facilities were segregated. 

 Violators of these laws were subject to being whipped or branded. 

 

 

 

1. "Servants shall not be absent from the premises without the 
permission of the master" (South Carolina) 

2. Prohibited whites from marrying any Negro or any descendant of 
any Negro to the third generation inclusive. Penalty: Felony, 
punishable by imprisonment in the state penitentiary up to five 
years. (Kentucky) 

3. White and black children shall be taught in separate public schools, 
"but there shall be no discrimination made in favor of, or to the 
prejudice of, either race." (North Carolina) 

Under the lenient Reconstruction policies of President Andrew Johnson, white southerners reestablished civil 

authority in the former Confederate states in 1865 and 1866. They enacted a series of restrictive laws known as 

"black codes," which were designed to restrict freed blacks' activity and ensure their availability as a labor force 

now that slavery had been abolished. 
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The Rise of the Ku Klux Klan 

Document A: Leon F. Litwack, Been in the storm too long, 1979 

Document B: Thomas Nast, “The Union as it was,” Harper’s Weekly 1874 
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