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By 781 the United Seated wad encrided. Thethen-current 2 frron gf-government under the &rticled of Lonfeder ation wad mostly
cnepective. Interdtate commeroe 0ad amayor problem ad stated placed taryffs on goods from other stated. I here wad no
nationad exeadive, n real judecial branch (Congreds acted adthe pudecead branch). The begeslative branch condisted ‘I/" z
unicamerad or one hiouse congread. Lngredd rwad demeted i it porverd 47 ad RILT Lter fere with the pomerd bedongeng to the
indeviduad stated.

Inthe aprong of 787, dbexander Hamilton apromenent Nerm, York attorney, organized aconventiontotake place in
Fhiladedphias Independence Hald. The purpose of the conventeon mwas to dedcuds and remedy the probbems asdoceated withthe
&rtiched of Lonfederation. Bach state wad cnvited o send debegates to particypate inthe coent. The Philadedphia Crnvention
(dater to be Anorwn ad the Lonstetutional Convention) began on Hay 257787, Trwelve of the thirteen stated sent debegated. The only
state ts boyeott the proceedengs was Rhode Taland. Intotad, 55 debegated mowdd play arobe at various timed in the conveitian.

T he dedegated whe partecepated inthe convention dod not refibect the deverdity then present inthe nation. Hany of the debegated
rere wealthy planterd or darmyerd. Hany crwned sdaveds. Since they were not condedered

viablbe participamtd inthe poletical process, women, blacks, and Nitive (inericans

were Rot repredented at the convention.

G he deader ‘a/‘ 2t CTRVERLLTR Wk ]Zewﬁdiwmruy ar hera, Gearge ?%zdéifgrw; 57‘
Virgenia. W adtengton asdumed command of the debates, yet ded not take part inthe
debates themdedves. Benyamin Franklen representing bes adopted state of
Rennsylranca wads the cldest debegate present at 87 yeard of age. Jamed Hadedon,
arguably the modt prepared debegate, took copioud nated during the confedential
debatesthat follomwed. Bed robe at the convention mould eventually carn hom the tette,
 Father y“ the (rnstitution

U the debegated deacnssed waya torepasr the drtecled of (rnfederation, it doon became apparent that they mwere designing a nemw
SYstem Of- qUoer nne it ce imare duitable for the yrung United Stated. Bomever, tsdued soon arose that created contentiond debate
amongat the debegates. One of thede widued dealt with the very nature of the ner government. Ihe dtates with dazger poprlationd

Sfavored James Hadions Viginia Plan. hed planconssted of a strong national government with three branches ( Exeadure,
Zegedlateve, and Judicead) and a becameral (T houde) begealature (Congresd) with a Senate and a Bonse of Representatives
whose membersbops woedd be based upon a stares popedation. Hadisonts plan alus gave the national grver nment the power trtax.
aporer that redted sobely within the states under the (rtiched of Lonfederation.

T e bead poprlated states feeling threatened by Hadearnd plan. created ancther plan of .gover nment. Lhe Ner Jerdey Flan,
rritten by WWelliam Futterdon of N Jerscy was aluc hnomwn asthe Small State Plan. Thes plan mirrored one part of the
Vergenia Plan inthat it calbed for a nationad government of three branches ( Exeadire, Legrlative, and Judecrad). Bomever, the
Legeadative Branch wondd be unccameral (sne houde) with cach state having only one vote. The states wondd maintacn the sobe
parer of taxation. In easence, the Nerw Jerdey (or Small Seate Plan) was very dumilar o the gooer noment under the &rtecles of
Confederation. (24 the dofferent pland dplet the conveitean (htq facteond, the debegation from Connecticut, bed by Ryger
Sherman, created a.compramede plan known ad the Lonnectiad Plan or the Great (ompromase.
T hed plancalled for a government with three branches ( Exeactive, Zegedbative, and Judecrad).
The Zegealative Branch woudd be becamerad with a Senate (with cqualrepresentation for ald
st ated with s senatord per state) and a Bouse of Representatived (whose memberdhop woudd
be based upon a stated poprdation). The Great Lompromede wad able 1o settle the debate cn the
convention and bedped create the feder al dyatem of . grver nment under the United States
Lonatitition.

Slavery wad atopic of debate that threatened the hoped of a nem federalconstitution and the




wery union daedf. Hany sowthern stated wanted theer slaves o be counted ad part of theer popudition. 9 hed woudd geve sdave-
hoddeng stated an advantage inthe House of Representatives and inthe Blectorad (olbege. The debate wad settbed with the
Three- Biftha Lrmpromuse which allomed slapes 1o be counted ad 3 /5 of a free white perdon when the populateon of a geven state
1ad counted for represent i n pur posed.

The Three-Foftha Lompromuse settbed the representation debate, but there mere trr cther aread concerning sdavery that mere yet
undettbed. Slave-holding states were worried that (ongredd may (inthe _/futzme/ have enough votes tr begaleze the cnternational

alave trade. The debegated at the convention created the Slave Trade Clawse which

farha{e [fWJ._//Crwzz sating againdtthe cnter national save tr ade untel ’508.

The fi/;al dlave de&aﬁy"fazﬂ«/ on runarway daved. Slave stated wanted a
WE THE PEOPLE . .

OF THE UNTED STATESOF AMERICH guarantee that _zfzazyéz‘, runamway saves woedd be retur ned tothedr orwner. The
IN ORDER TO FORM A MORE PERFECT UNIO) CTRVERLLOR agreed to enclude the Fhgetive Slave Clanse inthe (ondtitution whick
mﬂmmum S rced ald states tr retur g frgitive daved to theer owner.

PROVIDE FOR THE COMMON DEFENCE, . o
PROMOTE THE GENERAL WELFARE, Geven the debates on the nature gf our government and slavery. it o clear that

gmﬁm@ compramede wad the key 1o duccess at the Londtitutional Lrnvention. Once the
DO ORDAIN AND ESTABLISHTHIS dcument wads Jy/he/ on September 77,7787, it wad predented tothe states f”"
COSTRTENFORHE, ratifecation. Dedaware wad the firdt state 1o ratefy the docaument. Once it wad
‘ ratifeed By the required nenth state ( New Hampahere).the Condtetutiontook
gffect on Harch 4.7789. The document created by 55 debegates dureng the warm
dummer Of 7]8] wad destined 1 bee cur Ration through timed of peace and tuned of

war. (2 atedtament tothe jefu}z.{ y" thase men, the grver niment téfymaﬂd tbas

Ladted sver 220 ) yeard.

790 YU nited States fendud Data
State Totald Prpidation Slave Prprbation
Connecticut 237,946 2,764
Delaware 59,096 8,887
Georgia 82,548 29,264
Maryland 319,728 103,036
Massachusetts 378,787 0
New Hampshire 141,885 158
New Jersey 184,139 11,423
New York 340,120 21,324
North Carolina 393,751 100,572
Pennsylvania 434,373 3,737
Rhode Island 68,825 948
South Carolina 249,073 107,094
Virginia 691,737 292,627

Source: Center for Civic Education, We the People. CA: Center for Civic Education, 1990.




