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JIn the ealy mawning hours of Novembier 14th, 1833, ane of the largest meteor showens in histony Uit up the
night sty cver Newth Umerica. On the scuthern Plains, a large band of Kiowas were camped in the Wichita

"Und they were auvaliened by the light of falling stars. Und they wan out inte the false day and were
tevified. They thought the world was coming to an end. You can imagine samething like that happening
dinectly cverhiead, this havac in the night sky. (nd sa it's vewy much in theix blood memary. J think the
Hiowas took the falling stars as a sign. It was an emen. Und bad things followed. You can staxt counting
the catastrophes.”

=N. Scatt Memaday

Soon, the Kicwa naticed a new pecple, coming from the east, moving ento. the southern Plains. Jhe settlers
built towns, churches, schools. Same of them cwned slaves. But these newcemers were Indians, toe --
Chienakiee, one of many peaples fram the East forced into the West by the federal government.

Ne eastenn tuibe had stuuggled harder en maore successfully to mate white civilization theix cwn. For
genenations, the Chercfeee fad lived side by side with whites in Geongia. They had devised a witten
language, published their cwn newspaper, adepted a constitution and the Christian faith. But after geld
was discovered an their land, even they wenre told they would have te stant aver again in the West.

“My friends... cincumstances wender it impaessible that you can floutish in the midst of a civilized
community. You have but one remedy within your reach. Und that is to remove to the west, and the sconer
you do. this, the sconer will cemmence your career of improvement and prosperity.”

—Undrew Jacksen

Early in the 18305, Congress had created a huge new Jndian Jevitory which was te stretch from Texas to
the middle Missouri River. It was meant to bie a baviier to white expansion, a place the Indians were
pramised they would have to themselves, forever.

One by one, Indian peoples were removed to the West -- the Delaware, Ottawa, Shawnee, and
Pattawatemi; the Sac and Fox, Miami and Kickapaoo; the Choctaw, Chickasaw, Creek and Seminale. In
all, some 90,000 Indians were welocated.

The Chercliee were among the last to go. Seme weluctantly agreed te move. Others were driven from their
fiomes at bayonet point. Almost tweo thousand of them died along the weute they semembiex as the " Twail of

Feans."”
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Undrew Jacksen’s Thind Unnual Message to Congress
(December 6,1831)

The internal peace and security of eur confederated States is the neat principal ebject of the General Government.
Jime and experience fiave proved that the abiode of the native Indian within their limits is dangewous to their peace
and injuricus te himself. In accerdance with my wecemmendation at a founexr session of Congress, an
apprepriation ef $500K was made te aid the veluntary semoval of the various tuilies beyond the limits of the
States. (t the last session T had the happiness to anncunce that the Chickasaws and Choctaws had accepted the
generwous offer of the Government and agueed to nemave beyond the Mississippi River, by which the whole of the
State of Mississippi and the western pat of Wabama will be freed frem Indian eccupancy and opened te a
civilized pepulation. Jhe treaties with these tiilies are in a ceunse of execution, and theix removal, it is fhoped, will
be completed in the course of 1832.

(Ut the nequest of the authorities of Georgia the negistration of Cherafee Indians for emigration has been wesumed,
and it is confidently expected that half, if not twe-third, of that tuibie will follow the wise example of their more
westenly buethren. Jhase who prefer vemaining at theix present iomes will feneafter be governed by the laws of
Geongia, as all fer citizens are, and cease to be the abijects of peculiar care on the paxt of the General Government.

During the present year the attention of the Government fas been particularly divected to these tribes in the
paweful and growing State of Ohic, where considerabile tracts of the finest lands wexre still accupied by the
aliariginal proprietons. Tneaties, eithen abisalute ox conditicnal, have been made eatinguishing the whaele Indian title
to the nesenwvations in that State, and the time is not distant, it is heped, when Ohic will be no. lenger embiariassed
with the Indian pepulation. Jhe same measures will be extended to Jndiana as scon as there is neason to
anticipate success. Jt is confidently believed that pewseverance for a few years in the present palicy of the
Government will extinguish the Jndian title ta all bands lying within the States compasing cur Federal Union, and
wemauve beyond their limits every Indian whe is not willing to subimit to their louws.

But the remaval of the Indians beyond the limits and jurisdiction of the States does not place them beyond the
weach of philantfapic aid and Chuistian instuction. On the contrary, these whom philantfiwapy ox neligion may
induce to live amang them in their new aliade will be maoxe free in the exencise of their benevolent functions than if
they fad remained within the limits of the States, embarviassed by their intexnal regulations. Now subject te no
control but the superintending agency of the General Government, exencised with the sole view of presewing peace,
they may proceed unmalested in the interesting experiment of gradually advancing a cemmunity of Umerican
JIndians frem barbarism to the habits and enjoyments of civilized Uife.
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Undrew Jacksen’s Fifth Unnual Message to Congress
(December 3, 1833)

Our nelations with the various Indian tribes have been undisturbed since the tevmination of the difficulties growing
out of the hostile aggressions of the Sac and Fex Indians. Several treaties have been formed for the elinguisfiment
West of the Mississippi. Should these treaties be natified by the Senate, provision will have been made fox the
embiaviassing questions arising eut of thein anomalows pelitical cendition.

Jtis to be hoped that those portions of twe of the Southern tribes, which in that event will present the only xemaining
difficulties , will nealize the necessity of emigration, and will speedily wesext to it. My exiginal convictions upon this
subiject have been confivmed by the course of events for several years, and experience is eveny day adding te their
strength. That these tribies can nat exist swwwounded by cur settlements and in continual contact with eux citizens is
centain. Jhey have neither the intelligence, the industuy, the moral habits, nox the desite of improvement which are
essential to any favorabile change in theix condition. Estabilished in the midst of ancthier and a superior nace, and
without appreciating the causes of their inferionity ox seeking to control them, they must necessarnily yield te the force
of cincumstances and exe long disappear.

Such has been their fate fenetafore, and if it is te be averted -- and it is -- it can enly be dene by a general
wemoval beyond cur boundary and by the recrganization of their palitical system upen principles adapted to the
new welations in which they will be placed. The expetiment which fas lieen necently made has sa far proved
successful. Jhe emigrants generally are sepresented te be prosperous and contented, the country suitalile to their
wants and habits, and the essential axrticles of subisistence easily procured. When the wepent of the commissionens
now engaged in investigating the cendition and prospects of these Indians and in devising a plan for their
intercaurse and govennment is eceived, J tuwst ample means of infoumation will be in pessession of the
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