
Your Task: Trace the path to the Civil War by researching one of the leading causes of the conflict. You and 

your group members will use the provided resources to create a “step” to war. After presenting your 

information to the class, we will assemble a larger than life timeline illustrating this path to war.  

“Step by Step” Directions: 

 My Assigned Topic: ________________________________________ 

 Research your assigned topic using the provided classroom resources. 

 Answer the following questions about your topic: 

o WHO (identify any people involved in this event or decision):  

o WHAT (explain, in detail, what your person/place/thing is) : 

o WHEN (identify all important dates): 

o WHERE (include any countries/states/territories/cities involved):  

o WHY (SIGNIFICANCE – why is this person, place or thing important?):  

 Create a footprint on which you will write all of your important information from above.                                   

Follow my example. 

 PRESENT your information to the rest of the class on Friday! 

 

 

 

Rubric for Footprints & Presentations 

Accuracy 5 4 3 2 1 

Use of Class Time 5 4 3 2 1 

Neatness/Creativity 5 4 3 2 1 

Presentation 
Preparedness, 

Accuracy, Participation 

5 4 3 2 1 

5: Excellent 4: Good       3: Average        2: Poor 1: Nonexistent  

Total (out of 20 possible points) _________________ 



HONORS VERSION 
Steps to Civil War – Sectionalism in the Antebellum Era 

I. Sectionalism in the Antebellum Era—From 1800-1860, the North and South became vastly different regions 
a. “________________” had transformed the South into a rural region with __________, little manufacturing, and few railroads 
b. The North had industrial _____________________, cities, paid immigrant workers, railroads, and larger ______________________ 
c. These regional differences increased sectionalism–placing the interests of a ___________ above the interests of the ____________ 

Cause of Civil 
War 

Notes from Student Presentation Activity 

Missouri 
Compromise 

of 1820 

  

 

 

Nullification 
Crisis of 

1832 

 Read the quote below and answer the questions that follow: 

 

…We, therefore, the people of the State of South Carolina, in Convention 
assembled, do declare and ordain, and it is hereby declared and ordained, 
that the several acts and parts of acts of the Congress of the United States, 
purporting to be laws for the imposing of duties and imposts on the 
importation of foreign commodities . . . are unauthorized by the 
Constitution of the United States, and violate the true meaning and intent 
thereof, and are null, void, and no law, nor binding upon this State, its 
officers or citizens; and all promises, contracts, and obligations, made or 
entered into, or to be made or entered into with purpose to secure the duties 
imposed by said acts, and all judicial proceedings which shall be hereafter 
had in affirmance thereof, are and shall be held utterly null and void. 

 

1. WHO might be the speaker? 

2. WHAT state might the speaker be from? 

3. WHY is this statement significant? 

Nat 
Turner’s 
Rebellion 

 

 

 

 

Design a tombstone for Nat Turner 

as if a created it. 
Design a tombstone for Nat Turner as 

if a created it. 

Fill in the speech bubbles to show two arguments in the debate over Missouri 

statehood. 

 



HONORS VERSION 

Wilmot 
Proviso 

 

 

 

 

Fill in the acrostic below with facts about the Wilmot Proviso. 

W _________________________________________ 

I   _________________________________________ 

L  _________________________________________ 

M _________________________________________ 

O __________________________________________ 

T __________________________________________ 

 

Compromise 
of 1850 

 

 

 

 

Write a new sentence to correct the errors in this sentence: Northerners 
and Southerners easily accepted the terms of the Compromise of 1850 and 

put their suspicions to rest once it had been passed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Abolitionist 
Movement 

 

 

 

 

Use the space below to create a mini-Abolitionist poster. Make sure to include 

a slogan and image that support your cause. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kansas-
Nebraska 

Act 

 

 

 

 

 

Add at least three captions/thought bubbles explaining the events in the image 

below 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



HONORS VERSION 

Dred-Scott 
v. Sanford 

 

 

 

 

Fill in the speech bubbles to show two different reactions to the Dred 

Scott decision. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

John 
Brown’s 
Raid 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Election of 
1860 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Create a headline 

that shows how 

most Southerners 

reacted to the 

election of 1860. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Northerner Southerner 

What might 

account for the 

drastic 

difference(s) 

between these 

images? 

3 adjectives to describe 

Brown in this image: 
3 adjectives to describe 

Brown in this image: 


