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: In each box, write 
information about each person’s 
specific views on slavery and 
the actions they took to end or 
defend slavery 



 

Examine each of the following historical quotations and determine which 
of the six people most likely said it…defend your answer by explaining 

 WHY you think your answer is correct.

#1 
On this subject [of slavery], I do not wish to think, or speak, or write, with moderation. No! no! Tell a 
man whose house is on fire, to give a moderate alarm; tell him to moderately rescue his wife from the 
hand of the ravisher; tell the mother to gradually extricate her babe from the fire into which it has 
fallen; -- but urge me not to use moderation in a cause like the present. I am in earnest -- I will not 

 equivocate -- I will not excuse -- I will not retreat a single inch -- AND I WILL BE HEARD.

#2 What, to the American slave, is your 4th of July? I answer; a day that reveals to him, more than all 
other days in the year, the gross injustice and cruelty to which he is the constant victim. To him, your 
celebration is a sham; There is not a nation on the earth guilty of practices more shocking and bloody 

 than are the people of the United States, at this very hour. 

I think the speaker is _______________________ because: __________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

I think the speaker is _______________________ because: __________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

#3 
The negro slaves of the South are the happiest, and, in some sense, the freest people in the world. The 
children and the aged and infirm work not at all, and yet have all the comforts and necessaries of life 
provided for them. They enjoy liberty, because they are oppressed neither by care nor labor. The 
women do little hard work, and are protected from the despotism of their husbands by their masters. 
The negro men and stout boys work, on the average, in good weather, not more than nine hours a 

 day.

I think the speaker is _______________________ because: __________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

In 1858, future president Abraham Lincoln made the 

political statement that “A house divided against itself 

cannot stand.”  

Using the map as a guide, explain Lincoln’s warning. 


