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THEATTae AT

British Action Colonial Reaction
Britain passes the Colonists harass
Stamp Act, a tax law stamp distributors,
requiring colonists boycott British goods,
to purchase special and prepare a
stamps to prove Declaration of Rights

payment of tax. and Grievances.
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The British were in debt after the French and Indian War. They felt
that the colonists should help pay for some of the expenses involved
in defending the colonies from the French. The Stamp Act, passed
in 1765, required the colonists to pay a tax on most printed
materials, such as newspapers, pamphlets, marriage licenses, and
playing cards. A colonist had to purchase a stamp and place it on
any printed document to prove that he or she had paid the tax.

The colonists were very angered by the Stamp Act. They weren’t
upset just about having to pay the tax. They felt that their freedom
had been threatened because they had no say in making the law.
The colonists resented being taxed without their consent.
Throughout the colonies, people responded in a number of ways:

* Groups such as the Sons of Liberty and the Daughters of Liberty
stopped stamped papers from being unloaded at docks.

* Merchants organized a boycott of British goods. They agreed not
to buy anything British.

* Representatives from nine colonies formed the Stamp Act
Congress and declared that the stamp taxes could not be collected
without the consent of the colonists. They demanded that
Parliament repeal, or do away with, the act. Eventually,
Parliament repealed the Stamp Act.
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British Action Colonial Reaction
Britain taxes Colonists protest
certain colonial “taxation without
iImports and representation”
stations troops and organize a

at major colonial new boycott of
ports to protect iImported goods.

customs officers.
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British Action Colonial Reaction

British troops
stationed in
Boston are taunted
by an angry mob.
The troops fire into
the crowd, Killing
five colonists.

Colonial agitators
label the conflict a
massacre and
publish a dramatic
engraving
depicting the
violence.
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demand the removal of the British troops and to argue for the trial of
the British soldiers for murder. The British agreed to the colonists’

demands.

British troops, taunting them and throwing snowballs. The situation
soon got out of hand, and finally, the troops opened fire. Five

Most colonists believed that the British soldiers were completely at
fault. The enraged citizens of Boston called a town meeting to

colonists died.

On March 5, 1770, a mob of colonists in Boston began to harass
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British Action Colonial Reaction
Britain gives the East Colonists in Boston
India Company special rebel, dumping
concessions in the 18,000 pounds of
colonial tea business East India Company
and shuts out colonial tea into Boston

tea merchants. Harbor.
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“To coerce” means to force someone to do something. *The British
passed the Coercive Acts in reaction to the Boston Tea Party” They
hoped to force colonists to pay for the tea lost and to obey British
rule. The Coercive Acts closed the port of Boston and imposed
military rule on all of Massachussetts. The Massachusetts
legislature and town meetings were suspended.

Sam Adams, whose painting appears on this placard, helped to stir
up colonial response to these acts. The colonists call the acts the
“Intolerable Acts” because they did not feel that they could tolerate
them. The taxes they had been battling were nothing in comparison
to this harsh British crackdown on colonial rights. Although the acts
applied only to Massachusetts, the other colonies rallied to protest
them. The colonists feared that if such British actions were to
continue, the rest of the colonies were in danger of losing their
liberties as well. On the day the acts went into effect, flags
throughout the colonies were flown at half-mast.

Meanwhile, in the towns surrounding Boston, “minutemen” began
to store arms and to train for possible battle at a minute’s notice.
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British Action Colonial Reaction
General Gage Minutemen inter-
orders troops to cept the British and
march to Concord, engage in battle—
Massachusetts, first at Lexington,
and seize colonial and then at

weapons. Concord.
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Parliament rejected all petitions for change that came from the First
Continental Congress. In April, 1775, British troops left Boston and
marched to nearby Lexington and Concord. They planned to seize
stores of colonial gunpowder and arms and to capture the “rebel”
leaders, Samuel Adams and John Hancock.

At Lexington, colonial minutemen—colonists who had joined the
militia—met the British soldiers. No one knows who fired first, but
when the smoke cleared, eight colonists were dead and ten were
wounded. The Redcoats pushed on to Concord, where they were
met by more minutemen. Then, while the British retreated back to
Boston, minutemen fired on them from behind trees and fences. At
day’s end, the British suffered 273 casualties, while the colonists
suffered less than one hundred.

After the battles of Lexington and Concord, thousands of
minutemen from the area gathered around Boston in anticipation of
the next battle. The Second Continental Congress met and drafted a
new appeal to the King. But they also selected George Washington i
to head the army of minutemen surrounding Boston. The S
Revolutionary War had begun.

USH-s-2,0



